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The Work of Thinking and Writing:
Macondo and the Academy

What is the work of writing?  Is it typing?  Editing? Thinking? While the work of writing often (though not always) produces a tangible result, many of the hours that go into the creation can look very little like the putting of words on a page. Examining my own habits as well as documentation of the working lives of other writers and researchers, I explore the ways we quantify this work, both in output and presentation.  By comparing the work of writing with the insomnia plague incident in Gabriel Garcia-Marquez’s novel, One Hundred Years of Solitude, this paper argues that acedia, most commonly translated as sloth, afflicts both the fictional town and those who sacrifice deep thought and meditation for tangible results.  Working from religious, theoretical and literary criticism, this paper offers a definition of acedia that builds on the word’s many layers of meaning, constructing a paradigm that is both applicable for Garcia-Marquez’s village of Macondo and the contemporary world of writers and scholars. By looking at the work of writing in this manner, writers and scholars can confront the “demon” of acedia, becoming more productive in both thought and practice.
