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Intersectionally Considered: The Californian Skatepunk Body 

In my paper I would like to present the main objectives of my dissertational project as work in progress. My work aims at an analysis of the two (Southern) Californian youth cultures of skateboarding and hardcore punk––or more precisely their amalgamation in the corresponding culture
 of 1980s skatepunk––while focusing on what I call the Californian Body in Rebellion and the discursive as well as material implementations that fold together in its performances and expressions. The analysis of the youth cultures in question here calls for a multilayered approach that incorporates the categories of race, class, gender, and space as skateboarding and punk were––and oftentimes still are––dominated by white male protagonists that stem from the suburban middle class. As I focus on the role of the body and bodily practice within skatepunk I use the concept of Intersectionality to point out how aspects of whiteness, middle-class background, masculinity, and suburbia interlock in, take effect in, and constitute the skatepunk body. I would like to discuss the possibilities of developing a flexible application of Intersectionality that shifts its original focus from interlocking oppressions to intersecting privileges as well as interlocking expressions. The interventionist and highly critical impetus that goes along with the origins of Intersectionality in Afro-American feminism thereby guarantees the critical consideration and discussion of privileged subject positions of male skatepunks from the white middle class. It reveals the contradictions that accompany a youth culture that seeks to establish rebellious alternatives to the society it comes from while remaining within the privileging and oppressing ramifications of race, class, gender, and space differentiations. Thus, my analysis offers an opportunity to take youth culture seriously in its disrupting potential while critically questioning its enmeshment in the ideological discourses of the environment it emerges from. In regard to the conference title I see my paper as an opportunity to think about the possibilities of a theoretical approach that helps to examine, analyze, and challenge popular culture and its role in structuring the practices of our everyday lives.  

� For the conception of corresponding cultures cf. Chivers Yochim, Emily A. ““This is how I think”: Skate Life, Corresponding Cultures and Alternative White Masculinities” Diss. University of Michigan, 2007.








